
VWR® SURFACE SAMPLING 
SPONGE & STICK

Sterile sponges in transport bags for 
microbiological sampling of surfaces  
in the food industry
These sterile sponges in bags are designed to collect 
microorganisms for microbiological sampling of surfaces 
and to detect the presence of Listeria, Salmonella and 
other food borne pathogenic microorganisms. 

They are also suitable for testing animal carcasses for 
E. coli  (USA Federal Register method).

•	 The sponge allows you to sample a wide surface area in comparison with 
normal sampling swabs 

•	 High strength transparent transport bags that can also be used 
for enrichment 

•	 Tear-off seal to guarantee sterility 
•	 Access to hard to reach areas 
•	 Easy handling 
•	 In accordance with HACCP, USDA, ACIA and CFIA requirements
•	 Sterilised by gamma irradiation
•	 Dimensions: 114x229 mm - capacity: 540 ml

Use of surface sampling sponges with handle 
(Cat. No. 300-0232 and 300-0240)
1. �Remove the tear-off strip and carefully take the sampling sponge 

by the handle.
2. �The wet sponge is already on the handle; swipe it over the 

determined surface. 
3. �Press on the bottom of the handle to gently release the sponge in the 

sterile sampling bag.
4. �Twirl the bag three times and close it with the tabs. 
5. ��Identify the sample on the write on area with a 

permanent marker.

If you use a sampling sponge (without handle) the 
procedure is similar, but you have to use sterile 
gloves to take a sample rubbing of the surface and, 
if the sponge is dry, you have to add a buffer before 
using the sponge on the surface.

Note: Gloves should be worn during all 
sampling procedures.

300-0240 
Surface sampling sponge 

with handle



France
VWR International S.A.S.
Le Périgares – Bâtiment B
201, rue Carnot
94126 Fontenay-sous-Bois cedex
Tel.: 0 825 02 30 30 (0,18 € TTC/min)
Fax: 0 825 02 30 35 (0,18 € TTC/min)
Email: info@fr.vwr.com

Germany
VWR International GmbH
Hilpertstraße 20a
D - 64295 Darmstadt
Freecall: 0800 702 00 07
Fax: 0180 570 22 22*
Email: info@de.vwr.com
*0,14 €/Min. aus d. dt. Festnetz

Hungary
VWR International Kft.
Simon László u. 4.
4034 Debrecen
Tel.: (52) 521-130
Fax: (52) 470-069
Email: info@hu.vwr.com

Ireland / Northern Ireland
VWR International Ltd / 
VWR International (Northern Ireland) Ltd
Orion Business Campus
Northwest Business Park
Ballycoolin
Dublin 15
Tel.: 01 88 22 222
Fax: 01 88 22 333
Email: sales@ie.vwr.com

Italy
VWR International PBI S.r.l.
Via San Giusto 85
20153 Milano (MI)
Tel.: 02-3320311/02-487791
Fax: 800 152999/02-40090010
Email: info@it.vwr.com

Austria
VWR International GmbH
Graumanngasse 7
1150 Vienna
Tel.:  +43 1 97 002 0
Fax:  +43 1 97 002 600
Email: info@at.vwr.com

Belgium
VWR International bvba
Researchpark Haasrode 2020
Geldenaaksebaan 464
3001 Leuven
Tel.: 016 385 011
Fax: 016 385 385
Email: vwrbe@be.vwr.com

Czech Republic
VWR International s. r. o.
Veetee Business Park
Pražská 442 
CZ - 281 67 Stříbrná Skalice
Tel.: +420 321 570 321
Fax: +420 321 570 320
Email: info@cz.vwr.com

Denmark
VWR - Bie & Berntsen
Transformervej 8
2860 Søborg
Tel.: 43 86 87 88
Fax: 43 86 87 90
Email: info@dk.vwr.com

Finland
VWR International Oy
Valimotie 9
00380 Helsinki
Tel.: 09 80 45 51
Fax: 09 80 45 52 00
Email: info@fi.vwr.com

The Netherlands
VWR International B.V.
Postbus 8198
1005 AD Amsterdam
Tel.: 020 4808 400
Fax: 020 4808 480
Email: info@nl.vwr.com

Norway
VWR International AS
Haavard Martinsens vei 30
0978 Oslo
Tel.: 02290
Fax: 815 00 940 
Email: info@no.vwr.com

Poland
VWR International Sp. z o.o.
Limbowa 5
80-175 Gdansk
Tel.: 058 32 38 200 do 204 
Fax. 058 32 38 205
Email: info@pl.vwr.com

Portugal
VWR International - 
Material de Laboratório, Lda
Edifício Neopark
Av. Tomás Ribeiro, 43- 3 D
2790-221 Carnaxide
Tel.: 21 3600 770
Fax: 21 3600 798/9
Email: info@pt.vwr.com

Spain
VWR International Eurolab S.L.
C/ Tecnología 5-17
A-7 Llinars Park
08450 - Llinars del Vallès
Barcelona
Tel.: 902 222 897
Fax: 902 430 657
Email: info@es.vwr.com

Sweden
VWR International AB
Fagerstagatan 18a
163 94 Stockholm
Tel.: 08 621 34 00
Fax: 08 621 34 66
Email: kundservice@se.vwr.com

Switzerland
VWR International GmbH
Lerzenstrasse 16/18
8953 Dietikon
Tel.: 044 745 13 13
Fax: 044 745 13 10
Email: info@ch.vwr.com

Turkey
VWR International Laboratuar 
Teknolojileri Ltd.Şti.
Orta Mah. Cemal Gürsel Caddesi
Ördekcioglu Işmerkezi No.32/1 
34896 Pendik - Istanbul 
Tel.: +90216 598 2900
Fax: +90216 598 2907
Email: info@pro-lab.com.tr 

UK
VWR International Ltd
Customer Service Centre
Hunter Boulevard - Magna Park
Lutterworth
Leicestershire
LE17 4XN
Tel.: 0800 22 33 44
Fax: 01455 55 85 86
Email: uksales@uk.vwr.com

Australia
VWR International, Pty Ltd.
Level 1, Unit 1a/60 Enterprise Place 
Tingalpa, Queensland, 4173
Tel.: 1300 727 696
Fax: 1300 135 123

China
VWR International China Co., Ltd.
Shanghai Branch 
Room 256, No. 3058 Pusan Road
Pudong New District
Shanghai 200123
Tel.:+86-21-5898 6888
Fax:+86-21-5855 8801
Email: info_china@vwr.com

India
VWR Lab Products Private Limited
No.139. BDA Industrial Suburb, 
6th Main, Tumkur Road, Peenya Post, 
Bangalore, India – 560058
Tel.: +91-80-28078400
Fax: +91-80-28078410 
Email: vwr_india@vwr.com

New Zealand
Global Science - A VWR Company
241 Bush Road
Albany 0632, Auckland
Tel.: 0800 734 100
Fax: 0800 999 002
Email: sales@globalscience.co.nz

Singapore
VWR Singapore Pte Ltd
18 Gul Drive
Singapore 629468
Tel: +65 6505 0760
Fax: +65 6264 3780
Email: sales@sg.vwr.com

Description Packed Pk Cat. No.

Surface sampling sponge, pre-moistened with neutralising buffer 5x 20 100 300-0230

Surface sampling sponge, pre-moistened with Dey/Engley 100 300-0231

Surface sampling sponge, sterile transport bag & sterile surface sampling sponge with handle, pre-moistened with neutralising buffer 10x 10 100 300-0232

Surface sampling sponge, sterile transport bag & sterile surface sampling sponge with handle, pre-moistened with Dey/Engley neutralising buffer 10x 10 100 300-0240

Surface sampling sponge, dry sponge in a bag for 450 ml volume, with gloves 4x 100 400 710-0860

Surface sampling sponge, dry sponge in a bag for 540 ml volume 4x 100 400 710-1020

How to use the sampling sponge with 
dehydrated sponge (Cat. No. 710-1020 
and 710-0860) 

1. Tear off the top of bag along the perforation.
2. Use pull tabs to pull open the bag. 
3. Hydrate sponge with buffer prior to removing it from the bag. 
4. �Take a sample by wiping the test surface with the hydrated sponge; 

put the sponge back into the bag when done. 
5. �Hold the bag by wire ends and twirl 3 to 4 times to close the bag 

tightly, then fold wire ends inward onto the bag.

How to use the sampling sponge with 
pre-moistened sponge (Cat. No. 300-0230 
and 300-0231)
1. Remove the pre-moistened sponge from the aluminium pouch. 
2. �Take a sample by wiping the test surface with the hydrated sponge. 
3. Tear off the top of bag along the perforation. 
4. Use pull tabs to pull open the bag, then insert the sponge. 
5. �Hold bag by wire ends and twirl 3 to 4 times to close tightly, then fold 

wire ends inward onto the bag.

Characteristics of the buffers used in  
pre-moistened sponges
The primary purpose of all buffers in our pre-humidified sponges is to 
enable capture and then to promote growth of any bacterial 

microorganisms present on the surface being sampled. These surfaces 
(counters, floors, walls, equipment, poultry or other meat carcass 
surfaces, etc), have usually been cleaned previously with disinfectant 
agents that may interfere with growth of bacterial colonies, therefore 
preventing their detection. Buffers neutralise various disinfectants, 
creating an environment within where microorganisms can grow. They 
also provide nutrients to promote bacterial growth. 

The use of a dry sterile sponge (Cat. No. 710-1020) allows you to add a 
preferred buffer for neutralisation of disinfectant and microorganism 
transportation.

Neutralising buffer: Used primarily for surface sampling in food and 
dairy industries. Neutralises traces of chlorine or ammonium that may 
already be on the surface, because someone may have cleaned it earlier. 
These traces of cleaning product would interfere with the detection of 
microorganisms. With this buffer the surface is rubbed with the wet 
sponge, and the neutralising buffer allows microbacterial colonies to 
grow by neutralising the earlier mentioned cleaning products.

De-neutralising (Dey/Engley): For surface sampling in areas that were 
cleaned with disinfectants such as alcohols. For example, cleanroom 
environments, environmentally controlled areas, air monitoring systems 
etc. Neutralises anti-microbial chemicals for pathogen detection.

GO TO VWR.COM FOR THE LATEST NEWS, SPECIAL OFFERS AND DETAILS OF YOUR LOCAL VWR DISTRIBUTOR
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