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After one revolution of the moon
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when the moon passesbetween the
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Same star occulted for the second time, after moon
has revolved 360°; this occurs 27.3 days after the
star was first occulted (as shown in Diagram 1A).
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Earth's orbit
around the sun
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Moon out of position
on the next day

27.3 days: at this point, the moon has revolved 360˚
in its orbit and has completed a sidereal month

New moon phase

Lunar month: 360˚ orbit (29.5 days)

Synodic month: new moon to new moon (27.3 days)
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The Earth takes 52 minutes to rotate 13˚, so the times of moonrise and moonset occur 52 minutes later
each successive day over the course of a sidereal month. That is why it is sometimes possible to see the
Moon during daylight hours.
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