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CHEMICALS

Chemical Grades
• ACS chemicals are chemicals that meet the requirements of the 

American Chemical Society on Analytical Reagents.
• Reagent Analyzed or Reagent Grade are chemicals of an analytical grade unexcelled 

foall general laboratory use, certified to have impurities below specific levels set by the 
Committee on Analytical Reagents of the American Chemical Society. Analytical method 
used for these determinations are based on standard chemical industry test procedures.

• Lab Grade chemicals are chemicals meeting a minimum purity standard suitable for histology 
methods, general laboratory applications, and demonstrations that do not require qualitative results.

• Technical/Commercial chemicals are chemicals suitable for general industrial 
use. They are typically 85-90% pure and rarely used in the laboratory.

Color-Coded Storage of Chemicals
OSHA Accepted, Industry Standard Labeling System

AREA 1
Low  

Hazard

Storage Code: Green

Suitable for general  
storage area.

AREA 2
Flammables

Storage Code: Red

Store in flammables  
area, separating the  

following groups:

Water 
Compatible 
flammables

Water 
incompatible 
flammables

AREA 3
Corrosives

Storage Code: White

Store in corrosion-proof area  
separating the following groups:

Acids
(Except Nitric)

Strong  
Bases Nitric Acid

(Should be isolated)

AREA 4
Oxidizers

Storage Code: Yellow

Store away from 
 flammables and  

combustibles.

AREA 5
Poisons

Storage Code: Blue

Store in secure poisons area.
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