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Health (Blue)  Flammability (Red) 
0  Poses no health hazard, no precautions necessary (e.g., water) 0 Will not burn (e.g., argon)

1  Exposure would cause irritation with only minor residual injury 
(e.g., acetone)  1  Must be heated before ignition can occur (e.g., mineral oil). 

Flash point over 93°C (200°F) 

2 
Intense or continued but not chronic exposure could cause 
temporary incapacitation or possible residual injury (e.g., ethyl 
ether) 

2 
Must be moderately heated or exposed to relatively high 
ambient temperature before ignition can occur (e.g., diesel 
fuel). Flash point between 38°C (100°F) and 93°C (200°F) 

3  Short exposure could cause serious temporary or moderate 
residual injury (e.g., chlorine gas)  3 

Liquids and solids that can be ignited under almost all ambient 
temperature conditions (e.g., gasoline). Liquids having a Flash 
point below 23°C (73°F) and having a Boiling point at or above 
38°C (100°F) or having a Flash point between 23°C (73°F) and 
38°C (100°F) 

4  Very short exposure could cause death or major residual injury 
(e.g., hydrogen cyanide, phosphine, carbon monoxide)  4 

Will rapidly or completely vaporize at normal atmospheric 
pressure and temperature, or is readily dispersed in air and will 
burn readily (e.g., propane, hydrogen). Flash point below 23°C 
(73°F) 

 
Instability/Reactivity (Yellow)  Special (White) 

0  Normally stable, even under fire exposure conditions, and is 
not reactive with water (e.g. helium) 

The white "special notice" area can contain several symbols. 
The following symbols are defined by the NFPA 704 standard. 

1  Normally stable, but can become unstable at elevated 
temperatures and pressures (e.g. propene) 

2 

Undergoes violent chemical change at elevated temperatures 
and pressures, reacts violently with water, or may form 
explosive mixtures with water (e.g., phosphorus, potassium, 
sodium) 

OX  Oxidizer (e.g., potassium perchlorate, ammonium nitrate, 
hydrogen peroxide) 

3 

Capable of detonation or explosive decomposition but requires 
a strong initiating source, must be heated under confinement 
before initiation, reacts explosively with water, or will detonate 
if severely shocked (e.g. ammonium nitrate) 

W  Reacts with water in an unusual or dangerous manner (e.g., 
cesium, sodium, sulfuric acid) 

4 
Readily capable of detonation or explosive decomposition at 
normal temperatures and pressures (e.g., nitroglycerine, 
Trinitrotoluene)     

 
 

CHEMTREC® (24 hours) 
1-800-424-9300 

(Toll-free in the U.S., Canada, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) 
For calls originating elsewhere: 

703-527-3887 (Collect calls are accepted) 
 

CHEMTEL, INC. (24 hours) 
1-888-255-3924 

(Toll-free in the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands) 
For calls originating elsewhere: 

813-248-0585 (Collect calls are accepted) 
 

INFOTRAC (24 hours) 
1-800-535-5053 

(Toll-free in the U.S., Canada, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) 
For calls originating elsewhere: 

352-323-3500 (Collect calls are accepted) 

 
3E COMPANY (24 hours) 

1-800-451-8346 
(Toll-free in the U.S., Canada, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) 

For calls originating elsewhere: 
760-602-8703 (Collect calls are accepted) 

 
The emergency response information services shown above have requested to be listed as providers of emergency response information 
and have agreed to provide emergency response information to all callers. They maintain periodically updated lists of state and Federal 
radiation authorities who provide information and technical assistance on handling incidents involving radioactive materials. 
 

NATIONWIDE POISON CONTROL CENTER (United States Only) 
Emergency and information calls are answered by the nearest Poison Center (24 hours):  1-800-222-1222 (toll-free in the U.S.).   
 
NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER (NRC) 
The NRC, which is operated by the U.S. Coast Guard, receives reports required when dangerous goods and hazardous substances are 
spilled. After receiving notification of an incident, the NRC will immediately notify the appropriate Federal On-Scene Coordinator and 
concerned Federal agencies.  Federal law requires that anyone who releases into the environment a reportable quantity of a hazardous 
substance (including oil when water is, or may be affected) or a material identified as a marine pollutant must immediately notify the NRC. 
When in doubt as to whether the amount released equals the required reporting levels for these materials, the NRC should be notified. 
 

CALL NRC (24 hours) 1-800-424-8802 (Toll-free in the U.S., Canada, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) 
202-267-2675 in the District of Columbia 
 

Calling the emergency response telephone number, CHEMTREC®, CHEMTEL, INC., INFOTRAC or 3E COMPANY, does not constitute compliance 
with regulatory requirements to call the NRC.
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